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The dream came as quickly as it left. Jacob was sitting with his friends, Abe and 

Jeff, at his friend Nephi’s annual barbecue. After they had eaten, his ex-girlfriend, Sarah, 

arrived with her current boyfriend, Chuck. 

Jacob does not like that, even a year later, she is still seeing the guy that she left 

him for—who cheated on him with before and after she said yes to his marriage proposal. 

He still feels that she is his and always will be his. 

Before Abe or Jeff can say anything to stop Jacob from being brash—had they an 

opportunity, they may have not said anything given that they knew that Jacob was going 

to continue this endeavor come hell or high water. 

When Jacob reaches Chuck and Sarah, he states, with half maliciousness and half 

desire and half sadness, “Hey asshole, I see you’re still dating my fiancée.” Sarah, warily, 

reminds Jacob that they haven’t dated for a year. 

Jacob wants a fight because Chuck is still with her, but Chuck just wants to be 

civil, trying his best to be a good guy—this is how it has been this past year. Instead, 

Jacob  puts  up  his  fists  but  Chuck,  letting  the  anger  of  having  this  insect  constantly 

buzzing around their relationship, punches first. Right into the sternum. 

Jacob reels over, trying to catch his breath. He looks up and utters a curse, of 

which Chuck overreacts to, picking up a baseball bat and swinging at Jacob’s temple. He 

collapses.



It  was  gone as  quickly as  it  had come. Sarah and Jacob were on their  way to Palm 

Springs. They are going to visit Jacob’s mother who had moved out to the desert to be 

with her late-in-life beau named Louis who died shortly after they shacked up. 

In the car ride,  Sarah asks about the dream saying that  she could see he was 

having it  again since he was speaking in his sleep again.  They joke that  it  might be 

repressed homosexuality. 

At Mrs. Weiss’, they eat a lasagna that Jacob used to enjoy as a child and share 

memories and pictures of old times past. 

About  a  week later,  Sarah  answers  the  phone to find  out  Mrs.  Weiss  tripped on  the 

sidewalk and broke her foot so she is bedridden for a couple weeks. They agree to go see 

her.

Mrs. Weiss tries to deter them from worrying, saying that she should be back on 

her feet in no time. Accidents happen.

However, a week later, back at Jacob and Sarah’s house, they get another call. 

Mrs. Weiss’ foot got infected and no one noticed since it was under a plaster casting. It 

spread and killed her in her sleep before anyone noticed. 

They bury her in a field in the Inland Empire. 

The next morning, Jacob awakens into the bright 8AM sun and goes down to discuss his 

dream with Sarah. She brushes it off as nothing but perhaps a god sent suggestion on 

what to write. He agrees and acts accordingly, saying that she can read it when she gets 

home from work. She leaves for work, he continues to eat. 



Jacob goes into his study to begin writing his dream. When he finishes this scene, he sits 

back, takes a drag of his cigarette, and begins to write again. 

Jacob and Sarah were walking home from a good late lunch—the day was winding down 

and they were stuck in their rhythm. Except Sarah stops Jacob short before he enters her 

house. 

She has a small secret. They’ve been engaged for two months, but she’s been 

seeing this guy at her work, Chuck, for one month, behind his back. Sarah tells Jacob that 

she no longer wants to be with him. She hands him her engagement ring and, before she 

begins to cry, goes inside. Jacob, shocked, walks back to his apartment in silence. 

Back at his apartment, he places the ring on the kitchen counter and, in a fit of 

rage, punches a hole in the wall, causing his hand to become bloody. 

Jacob, again, sits back and reads a piece of what he has written before he looks at the 

clock on the wall and realizes that it was already six o’clock and that he should begin 

making dinner. 

As he’s getting the table set, Sarah comes home. They exchanged pleasantries, she 

goes up to change out of her work clothes. When she comes back downstairs, changed, 

dinner is ready and waiting. As they begin to eat, Jacob asks if she still wanted to read 

what he’s written. “Of Course.” He goes and prints out the head-injury dream that we 

visited at the beginning of the movie. 



We are in Jacob’s apartment, where he is sitting watching TV. The doorbell rings. Jacob 

rises slowly and goes over to check the peephole. It’s Abe and Jeff. He opens the door 

and they come in for a few seconds. 

Abe asks,  “Are you sure you want to go to this barbecue? You know Sarah’s 

gonna be there…” Jacob replies with an excuse of not wanting to disappoint the host. 

They concede and try to get him to promise to no violence. He makes no promises. 

When we arrive to the barbecue this time, Sarah and Chuck come in and things 

are fleshed out a little bit more. But the same event happens: Chuck gets frustrated and 

clocks Jacob over the head with a baseball bat. Except this time, Jacob dies.

Sarah, after finishing the scene, says that she likes it and wonders whether the names will 

be changed or not. Jacob says yes, that it’s only rough, and that he’s done for the day. 

They collapse on the couch together. 

However,  as  they go to sit  down,  the scene shuts  off.  Everything goes black. 

Suddenly, we see Jacob in a bedroom, his eyes slowly opening. Nurse Diane comes in 

and sees him—she is shocked to see that he is awake, staring at her. She goes and calls 

Mrs. Weiss who comes. 

The Nurse tries to talk to Jacob but he can barely get words out. It turns out that 

he’s been in a coma for the past (five or two or) ten years after getting hit with a bat at a 

barbecue by “Someone I think who was named Charlie or…” 

Mrs. Weiss arrives to see her son half-awake for the first time in ten years. She 

hugs him and is so overjoyed to be awake. Jacob, slurring words from a half-waking 

somnolence, asks where his wife is. He doesn’t remember anything from his life yet. He 



doesn’t know that all his dreams—of the barbecue, of Sarah breaking up with him—were 

actually memories permeating into his coma dream. 

Before he can speak again, confused, he falls back into the coma dream.

We are back into the dream world house, thrust immediately into them eating breakfast. 

Jacob is suddenly shaken by what just happened. Sarah shakes it off as nothing but Jacob 

is much more worried. He doesn’t want Sarah to leave for work because she may never 

come home. She promises that she’ll never leave him and he reluctantly agrees to let her 

go. 

She’ll never be his again. After she leaves, Jacob goes into his office to try and 

write about the dream he just experienced, but something’s changed. He turns around and 

sees that his house is gone, transformed, into some other house. He turns back to look at 

his office and it, too, is no longer the same. He goes out and into the street where things 

continue to change. 

He begins to hear his mother, who he still thinks is dead. With a poor sense of 

dead reckoning, he follows the voices. 

They carry him into a movie theater where his awakening is playing out upon the 

screen. His mom is crying out to him, she is sobbing, she is sad that her only son has been 

caught in some ethereal universe for so long. She admits to loneliness. 

Suddenly, Jacob is no longer in the theater. There is no one left in the world. 

We are back in the bedroom of the first awakening. This is the final time he will ever 

experience being with Sarah, being happy.



Mrs. Weiss sees that he is waking up, then runs to call Nurse Diane. She brings 

him  a  glass  of  water  and  begins  to  try  and  tell  him  the  circumstances  surrounding 

everything. Again, Jacob asks where his wife is. Mrs. Weiss begins to mist up as she 

explains the breakup, the new guy, the head injury. 

As Jacob becomes more and more cognizant and less amnesiac, the nurse comes 

in. Jacob makes a small comment about wanting to be put back into the coma. 

Later, after having his muscles awaken, he meets up with Abe and Jeff again, who 

tell him about their lives and their wives and all the happenings. Jacob must be caught up 

on the  past  (five  or  two or)  ten years—he knows nothing of  9\11,  the Iraq war,  the 

Afghanistan Invasion, or even who George W. Bush is. They talk to him about the new 

president (whoever it may be), and he asks about Sarah. Reluctantly, they tell her where 

she’s living now—with Chuck, still. They haven’t spoken to her in about a year. 

The  next  day,  he  meets  at  his  house  with  a  reporter  who  tells  him that  he’s 

covered Jacob’s story twice before—when the accident happened and after (a year or six 

months  or)  five  years  when  they  were  contemplating  removing  his  life  support.  He 

interviews Jacob, who quickly gets fed up with him and tells him to get the hell out of his 

house. The reporter leaves, Jacob goes to find Sarah’s house. 

He finds it, he knocks, she invites him in. He tells her about the dream. Chuck and 

their son, Robert, comes home. The baby gets fussy, so Chuck takes him upstairs. 

Jacob begins to realize the futility of it all. Sarah tells him, “I’m sorry. But it was 

a dream. I’m happy now…” 

Jacob looks at her and simply says, “Alright.” Then gets up and leaves.



When he arrives home, he writes a note on the computer, explaining his apologies 

for everything and that he is already dead in this world. 

He hangs himself in the backyard with an extension cord. 

The End


